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A Snapshot 
Introduction

What is Climate Change & 
Why it needs YOUR attention?

So why does it need your 

attention again?!

In simple terms climate is defined as the weather 
conditions prevailing in an area over a long period of 
about 25-30 years. 
When we talk about the climate changing, what we 
really mean is the deviation from what is “normal” and 
essential for the life on Earth. A bookish definition 
would be: 

“A change of climate, attributed directly or indirectly to 
human activity (that alters the composition of the global 
atmosphere) in addition to the natural climate variability 
observed over comparable time periods.”
(UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
1992)

A layer of gases 
surrounding the 

Earth.

Nitrogen 78%
Oxygen 21%

Other gases 1%

The IPCC’s Working Group I report, the first installment of the 
Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) estimates faster warming rates; further 
validating what scientists have been warning of all along about CLIMATE CHANGE.
Projections show that we may surpass global warming level of 1.5 °C within the 
coming decades.
Based on current pledges and policies, the temperature is projected to increase 
between 2.7 to 3.1°C by 2100 (Climate Action Tracker).
  
The report cautions that if we don’t all act immediately at reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions at “a rapid and large-scale”, a global warming level of  1.5 °C or 2°C 
mark will also be well beyond our reach!  

Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change

Okay. But then what 
happens if we cross 

these global warming 
levels?

https://www.ipcc.ch/working-group/wg1/
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/

https://climateactiontracker.org/global/temperatures/



Intensified water cycle 
means increase in extreme 
rainfall events (cyclones,typhoons, 
hurricanes, cloud-bursts) and 
flooding in some regions, whereas 
prolonged drought conditions 
in others.

Sea level rise will continue 
throughout the century, 
devastating low-lying areas 
with severe coastal flooding
 and erosion.

Warming also means thawing 
of permafrost and loss of 
seasonal snow cover. 
Further melting of glaciers 
and ice sheets, and loss of 
summer Arctic sea ice. 
Looping in with more sea-level 
rise and warming, whilst 
depleting valuable sources 
of fresh-water for many.

Ocean warming and 
acidification, 
destroying the 
marine ecosystems, 
and livelihoods of 
humans that rely on 
them. 

Cities may very well be 
at the frontline of climate 
change extremes as they 
face intensification of 
the urban heat islands 
as temperatures rise, 
and flooding (from 
extreme rainfall events 
and sea level rise in 
coastal regions).

Climate Change is already visible across 
the globe in various capacities, but as we 
move further towards the tipping points, 
the changes will intensify.

At 1.5 °C the world will see a further 
increase in heat waves: “longer warm 
seasons and shorter cold 
seasons”. At 2°C the crisis will deepen. 
With frequent heat extremes reaching 
“critical tolerance thresholds for 
agriculture and health” (IPCC, AR6).

Interested in exploring more of IPCC’s report and insights on 
climate change?
Hop on to IPCC’s new Interactive Atlas that visually maps the planet’s 
possible climate futures, provides important regional fact sheets, 
technical summaries and much more. 

https://interactive-atlas.ipcc.ch/

But this is not just about 
rising temperatures! 
A warmer world comes 
with a lot of unwanted 
baggage!

Oceans absorb around 30% of 
carbon dioxide released in the 
atmosphere. The addition of 

carbon dioxide in water 
causes chemical reactions, 
lowering the pH, making it 

more acidic. 
(NOAA)

An UHI occurs when a city 
experiences much warmer 

temperatures than surround-
ing rural areas. Due to the 
built-surfaces & their heat 

holding capacities. 
(NASA)

https://www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/ocean-coasts/ocean-acidification

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/heat-islands/

https://www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/ocean-coasts/ocean-acidification


With the progress of scientific knowledge and 
understanding: the link between greenhouse gas emissions that are 
a by-product of human activities and the response of the climate 
systems of our planet is now an ESTABLISHED FACT. 

"The fact that the IPCC has agreed — with the 
agreement of all 195 member countries — that it is 
unequivocal that human activity is causing climate 

change, is the strongest statement that the IPCC 
has ever made." 

Ko Barrett, IPCC Vice Chair and Senior Advisor for 
Climate.

If we act responsibly, we can move towards 
stabilizing the climate.
Swift and sustained reductions of the main 
culprits (i.e., the notorious greenhouse gas 
emissions), whilst aiming for net zero Carbon 
Dioxide emissions across the globe.

A huge reason why COP26 is so important!
It is a chance to urgently renew and step-up 

ambitions to reduce emissions globally. 
And help vulnerable nations cope up with the 

climate change challenges through 
mobilization of resources!

What this requires is: 

Global. Climate. Action. 

Therefore, the good news and the 
bad news is that humans have the 
potential to determine what the 
future course of climate will be. The 
choice is ours to make.



A quick history lesson 
on how the UNFCCC came 
into existence

“UN Framework Convention
  on Climate Change” 

1979: The First World Climate Conference.
1988: The UN General Assembly takes up the issue of climate change for the 
first time. Adopts the resolution on the “Protection of global climate for present 
and future generations.”
1990: IPCC’s First Assessment Report is published. The Second World 
Climate Conference meets and calls for a global treaty to address
 human-induced climate change. 
The UNGA formally launched negotiations on a framework convention.
1991: The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) meets for the first 
time to conduct the negotiations.
1992: The UNFCCC is adopted: An international treaty that binds its 
signatories to cooperate in limiting global temperature increases, and in 
addressing the adverse effects of unavoidable climate change.



1992
Adoption of the UN 
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change 

1995
First COP is 
held – Berlin, 
Germany!

2001
Adoption of the 
Marrakech 
Accords at COP7.

2007
Bali Roadmap 
is adopted at 
COP13.

2009
COP15: Parties 
take note of the 
Copenhagen 
Accord.

2011
At COP17 the 
Durban Platform 
for Enhanced 
Action is launched.

2019
The Paris 
Rulebook is 
adopted.

2021
COP26

1994
UNFCCC 
comes into 
force.

1997
Kyoto Protocol 
is adopted.

2016
Paris Agreement enters into 
force.

2012
At COP18 the Doha Amendment 
of the Kyoto Protocol is adopted.

2015
At COP21:The Paris Agreement 
is adopted.

2005
Kyoto Protocol 
comes into force.https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol

https://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/

Timeline of Important Events in Global 
Climate Negotiations



“The Parties should protect the climate 
system for the benefit of present and future 
generations of humankind”

Based on “equity and in accordance with 
their common but differentiated responsibili-
ties and respective capabilities”. 

“Accordingly, the developed country Parties 
should take the lead in combating climate 
change and the adverse effects thereof.” 

The specific needs and special 
circumstances of developing country 
Parties, especially those that are 
particularly vulnerable to the adverse 
effects of climate change, and of 
those Parties, especially developing 
country Parties, that would have to 
bear a disproportionate or abnormal 
burden under the Convention, should 
be given full consideration.

Owing to their “historical 
responsibility” of causing it, vis a 

vis being sources of high 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
developed countries (a.k.a. 

Annex I Parties) must take the 
lead!

Find out what “type of party to 
the Convention” is your country: 

Here.

Annex II parties have commitments
under the Convention to provide 

finance and to develop and share 
(‘transfer’) technology.

Annex II countries exclude those 
countries that have “economies 

in transition”.

Developing countries are usually 
referred to as ‘non-Annex I 

parties”

Countries that have ratified the convention. 
(At present this figure is at 197)!

The Back-stage 
architecture behind 
the UNFCCC’s Climate 
Achievements

#Goals

The 5 Guiding Principles

(Article 2, UNFCCC)

1

2

Developing countries are at the 
frontline of climate change 
impacts, as they are usually 

located in geographically 
vulnerable areas, and have lower 

capacities to “cope” with 
disasters. 

In the words of UNFCCC itself: “The ultimate objective 
of this convention is to stabilize greenhouse gas 
concentrations at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic (human induced) interference with the 
climate system”.

It goes on to say: “Such a level should be achieved within a 
time-frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt 
naturally to climate change, to ensure that food production 
is not threatened and to enable economic development to 
proceed in a sustainable manner.

https://unfccc.int/process/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties-convention-and-observer-states

https://unfccc.int/process/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties-convention-and-observer-states


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Parties should take precautionary measures 
to anticipate, prevent or minimize the causes of 

climate change and mitigate its adverse effects.” 

“Where there are threats of serious or irreversible 
damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not 

be used as a reason for postponing such 
measures.”

Ensure that “policies and measures to deal with 
climate change should be cost-effective to 

ensure global benefits at the lowest possible 
cost.”

“ To achieve this, such policies and measures 
   should consider:
• Different socio-economic contexts.
• All relevant sources, sinks and reservoirs 
   of greenhouse gases and adaptation.
• All economic sectors.

 Efforts to address climate change 
may be carried out cooperatively by 

interested Parties.”

The Parties have a right to, and should, 
promote sustainable development. 

“Policies and measures to protect the 
climate system against human-induced 

change should be appropriate for the 
specific conditions of each Party.”

Policies and measures should also be 
“integrated with national development 

programs, taking into account that 
economic development is essential for 
adopting measures to address climate 

change.”

The Parties should cooperate to promote 
a supportive and open international 
economic system that would lead to 

sustainable 
economic growth and development in all 
Parties, particularly developing country 
Parties, enabling them better to address 

the problems of climate change.

 Measures taken to combat climate 
change, including unilateral ones, should 

not constitute a means of arbitrary or 
unjustifiable discrimination or a 

disguised restriction on international 
trade. 

3 4 5

Policies and measures formulated or taken must be inclusive 
of all socio-economic contexts, appropriately designed for the 
varying capacities of Parties, there must be no discriminatory 

policy, they must uphold promotion of sustainable development!
The ultimate goal is to prevent the adverse impacts of climate 

change by cutting down on human activities that contribute to it, 
through ‘just’ global action.

Reading Checkpoint: The Original UNFCCC texthttps://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf

https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COP (Conference of Parties)

“The supreme decision-making body of the 
UNFCCC”.
All the Parties to the Convention are
represented at the COP. The main agenda 
of COP:
Review the implementation of the
Convention/other commitments, and take  
decisions necessary for “effective
implementation.”
(COP meets every year).

CMP (Conference of the Parties 
serving as the Meeting of the 
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol)

The CMP much like COP is a “supreme 
decision-making body”. All the Parties 
to the Kyoto Protocol are represented 
here*. The CMP reviews the progress 
of implementation of the Kyoto 
Protocol commitments and take 
required steps/decisions to ensure 
“effective implementation”. 
(CMP has met alongside the COP 
since 2005).

CMA (Conference of the Parties 
serving as the Meeting of the 
Parties to the Paris Agreement)

CMA is the third “supreme body of the 
convention” where all Parties to the 
Paris Agreement are represented*. 
Progress is reviewed and decisions 
regarding advancements in 
implementation are made.
(CMA meets along COP since 2016). 

*Those not party to it can attend as observers, “but without the right to take decisions”.

The Anatomy
The Decision-making Bodies

https://unfccc.int/process/bodies/
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SBSTA (Subsidiary Body for 
Scientific and Technological Advice)

The role of SBSTA is to provide scientific 
and technological information and advice to 

the decision-making bodies; on matters 
relating to the Convention/Kyoto 

Protocol/Paris Agreement. 
The SBSTA also bridges the “scientific 

information provided by experts such as the 
IPCC and policy-oriented needs of COP”. 

Main areas of SBSTA’s work: Impact, 
vulnerability and adaptation to climate 

change, promotion of 
environmentally viable technological 
advancement, and taking the lead in
 technical work to provide guidelines, 
methodological work and research/
observation of the climate system.  

SBI (Subsidiary Body for
Implementation)

The SBI supports the decision-making 
bodies in ensuring the parties are imple-
menting or at least making progress on 
their commitments under the Conven-
tion/Kyoto Protocol/Paris Agreement. 

Key areas of SBI’s work: Overseeing 
implementation of all the commitments 
with regards to transparency, mitigation, 

adaptation, �nance, technology and 
capacity-building. 

SBI also works to “enhance the ambition” 
of the committing Parties, ensuring that 

goals are met timely. 

The Ad hoc working groups and 
additional committees/bodies are 
made to provide support, the work 

criteria and membership 
of these bodies are defined by either 

COP, CMP, or CMA. 

The Subsidiary Bodies
Permanent bodies 

These are not always
 permanent! 

The Constituted Bodies



Frameworks and 
Programs of the UNFCCC
1a: Mitigation 

REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation)

Since forests are key carbon stocks, The REDD+ framework outlines activities for developing countries to reduce their 
emissions through developing, managing, conserving and sustaining their forested lands. 

REDD+ activities are voluntary, heavily dependent upon the resources, and capabilities of individual countries.

 The Warsaw Framework for REDD+ adopted at COP 19, in 2013 provides a guideline and methodology for financial support 
for implementation of REDD+ activities, furthermore it could involve capacity building & technology transfer as well (a true 

example of the need for global climate action with the goal of “common but differentiated responsibilities”). 

An important aspect of REDD+ Framework is that it promotes “result-based actions”, that are fully transparent in terms of 
measuring, monitoring, reporting & verification.

All REDD+ info & updates can be accessed on: Lima Information Hub (REDD+ Web Portal)https://redd.unfccc.int/

https://redd.unfccc.int/


1b: Mitigation 

The Kyoto Protocol 

The Kyoto Protocol was adopted at COP 3, in 1997, and came into force in 2005, with a further amendment made in 2012 (Doha 
Amendment). Where the UNFCCC’s overarching goal is to “to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations”, the Kyoto Protocol made it a 

binding commitment. Thus, under the Protocol the Parties to the Convention committed to establish “internationally binding emission 
reduction targets”. It further puts greater responsibility on the “industrialized” countries to take the initiative.

  The 3 Kyoto Protocol’s Mechanisms:
• Emission Trading “Carbon Market”

• The Clean Development Mechanism.
• Joint Implementation Mechanism.

Additionally, the Protocol includes the need for monitoring of the transactions by Parties, under these mechanisms through a national 
registry. The secretariat also maintains an “Independent Transaction Log” to not only verify transaction, but also ensure compliance 

to the rules of the Protocol. 
   

In 2015, the Kyoto Protocol was succeeded by the Paris Agreement 



1c: Mitigation 

Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) 

The NAMAs focus on developing countries and refer to actions taken by them to reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions in comparison to the ‘business as usual’ emission trajectory. This 

can be done through countries’ policies and programs.

To support the developing countries in implementation and encouraging tracking & 
transparency for reporting actions: a NAMA registry was created to “to facilitate the matching 

of finance, technology and capacity-building support with these actions, and to recognize other 
NAMAs”

Browse through some NAMAs & actions for support: NAMA Registry https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/publicnama/SitePages/Home.aspx

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/publicnama/SitePages/Home.aspx


Nairobi Work Programme on adaptation and vulnerability

The Nairobi Framework was officially adopted in Montreal, Canada in 2005, at COP11.
 

The framework works to assist UNFCCC Parties, in particular developing countries (for example 
vulnerable small island nations):

To improve their understanding with regards to climate change impacts, vulnerabilities/risks, and 
potential adaptation techniques. 

The framework therefore not only helps the Parties in making effective assessments of impacts, 
but it also allows them to make informed judgment on required climate action (adaptation). 

Explore their knowledge hub: NWP. 

2a: Adaptation 

https://spark.adobe.com/page/TpuJ4xeNwFEeY/

https://spark.adobe.com/page/TpuJ4xeNwFEeY/


2b: Adaptation 

Read the Framework in detail: CAF. 

Under this framework, the COP established the National Adaptation 
Plans (NAPs) in 2010; enabling Parties in formulating and implementing 

these NAPs “as a means of  identifying medium- and long-term 
adaptation needs and developing and implementing strategies/

programs to address them effectively.”
Have a read through some of the submitted  NAPs!

The Cancun Adaptation Framework
The Cancun Framework was adopted in Cancun, Mexico in 2010, at COP16. 

At the sixteenth session of COP, Parties again acknowledged the importance of supporting adaptation action, 
as much as mitigation. 

The objective of this adaptation framework was to enhance action on adaptation with reference to that 
inscribed in the UNFCCC, through international cooperation.

Through the adaptation action, Parties (especially vulnerable developing countries) will be able to reduce their 
climate-risks and enhance their resilience to climate induced impacts. 

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Pages/national-adaptation-plans.aspx

https://undocs.org/FCCC/CP/2010/7/Add.1

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Pages/national-adaptation-plans.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NAPC/Pages/national-adaptation-plans.aspx


2c: Adaptation 
The Warsaw Mechanism for Loss and Damage

 
The Warsaw Mechanism was established in Warsaw, Poland in 2013 at COP19.

The mechanism promotes enhancing knowledge and understanding of approaches to manage 
and reduce loss and damage that is associated with climate change impacts.

It does so by facilitating and encouraging:

Coordination and dialogues amongst the relevant stakeholders &
Enhancement of “action and support” in the shape of access and mobilization of 
finance, technology, expertise and capacitybuilding to address loss and damage 
“associated with climate change impacts, including extreme weather events and

slow onset events”.

Learn more about “loss & damage” and 
the Warsaw Mechanism: WIM https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Online_Guide_feb_2020.pdf

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Online_Guide_feb_2020.pdf


Technology Mechanism
At COP 16, in 2010 Parties to the Convention agreed to establish a Technology 
Mechanism to promote and enhance ‘climate technology development and 
transfer’.Under this mechanism the two main bodies working are the “Technology 
Executive Committee (TEC)” and the “Climate Technology Centre and Network 
(CTCN)”. 

The TEC  consists of technical experts from both developed and developing 
countries. The committee’s job is to analyze any policy issues that arise throughout 
the year and thus provide recommendations providing timely aid to countries in 
enhancing “climate technology efforts”.

Complimenting the policy advice of the TEC, the CTCN aids in the 
implementation of the climate technology projects and programs of countries. 
The 3 main services provided by this network includes: 
• Technical assistance to developing countries.
• Creating access to knowledge on climate technologies.
• Promoting collaboration among climate technology stakeholders (e.g., net
  work of technology centers, organizations, and Parties that require 
  assistance). 

Check out the work of CTCN & the world of “Climate Technology Solutions”: CTCN

3: Technology

Technology Framework
At COP 21, through the Paris Agreement, 
Parties agreed to establish a Technology 

Framework. 
This framework will work as a guiding 

force to the work of the 
“Technology Mechanism” – 

facilitating technological development 
and transfer to ensure that the Paris 

Agreement Goals are met!

https://www.ctc-n.org/



Overall, the financial mechanism allows 
provision and access of financial resources for support of streamlined global 
climate action (low emission & climate resilient development), wherever and whenever it is needed. 

4a: Finance

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

The GEF has been the working unit of the financial mechanism of the 
UNFCCC, ever since the UNFCCC came into force. It operates under the 

guidance of the COP, including priorities and eligibility criteria for funding.

With the advent of the Paris Agreement, the main two funds the GEF handles 
and administers are the: 

• The Special Climate Change Fund. 
• The Least Developed Countries Fund. 

The GEF’s latest: GEF 2021 
Checkout their website: GEF

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/GEF%20report%20to%20COP%2026%20UNFCCC%20Reporting%20Period%20July%202020-June%202021.rev_.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/GEF report to COP 26 UNFCCC Reporting Period July 2020-June 2021.rev_.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/


4b/c: Finance
The Adaptation Fund (AF)

The Adaptation Fund was initially developed under 
the Kyoto Protocol (in 2001).  The main aim of the 
fund was to provide financial assistance for adap-
tation programs and projects in developing coun-
tries that are vulnerable and lack the 
resources. 

After some back and forth discussions, the Parties 
agreed that “2% of the proceeds from “Certified 
Emission Reductions (CERs)” under the Kyoto 
Protocol’s Cleaner Development Mechanism”, will 
be designated towards the fund.
Currently, besides the resources created through 
the “2% proceeds of CERs”, the fund is financed 
partly through government and private donors.

The AF’s Latest: AF 2021
Checkout their website: AF 

Green Climate Fund (GCF)
 
The GCF came into existence at COP 16, in 2010. It is also 
another operating unit of the financial mechanism of the 
UNFCCC. Like GEF, the COP provides GCF guidance with 
regards to prioritization of policies/programs in developing 
countries and their funding based on criteria developed.

The GCF’s latest:  GCF 2020
Checkout their website: GCF

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1apGYdCtQo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.adaptation-fund.org/

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2020_05E.pdf
https://www.greenclimate.fund/

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2020_05E.pdf


“
 The Negotiation 

Process

Ready?

So now that we know the 
what, when and hows of 
UNFCCC, lets explore the 
world of COP and what 
happens in the negotiations 
arena.

The Conference of Parties (COP) meets every year!  Typically, it takes 
place in the month of November or December.

Each session gets a unique number chronologically, with the first ever 
COP (COP 1) held in 1995, hosted by the city of Berlin, Germany.

Counting forward to now (2021), the COP 26 is set to take place this 
year in Glasgow, Scotland.



 
 

 

The Bureau.
The COP is run by a bureau made up “of 11 elected 

officers, including the COP/CMP/CMA president, 7 vice 
presidents, the SBI chair, the SBSTA chair and the 

rapporteur (reporting meeting proceedings)”. The Bureau 
assist the COP President in fulfilling their duties.  

The Participants at COP.
There are 3 main categories of participants at 

COP:
 The Parties to the convention & observer states.

The members of media and press
Observer Organizations.

The SBI & SBSTA Meetings.
The SBI and SBSTSA chairs oversee the meetings for their 
respective bodies. For meetings of ad hoc groups (chairs 

are nominated from both Annex I and Non-Annex I parties). 
Each chair ensures that the their respective bodies are 

making timely inputs, for negotiations to progress.

The head of the secretariat 
is the executive secretary, 
Patricia Espinosa (Mexico) 
who took over the position in 
2016. 

The Secretariat.
The Secretariat is the main operating body that facilitates the global 
response to climate change, focusing on “intergovernmental climate 

change negotiations”, providing expertise, and keeping track of 
progress. The secretariat organizes and supports COP every year, around 
different locations in the world; this includes the main COP session, side 
events, and management of the participants. (It does not take part in the 

negotiations, rather supports the process and parties).

COP President.
The President controls the proceedings, under the 

authority of COP; provides leadership in the political and 
negotiation process, ensuring good progress is made, 

and within the principles of the convention. 
(Usually the COP presidency is given to host countries).
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Since COP is a negotiating platform for 
climate change issues, each “party” 
represents their national interests 
individually, as well as through a “group” 
of negotiating parties that have common 
interests, vulnerabilities, physical traits, 
objectives.
As they say: there is strength in numbers. 
Negotiating groups can create greater 
pressure, as opposed to isolated 
expressions, and be able to raise important 
issues in parallelly occurring sessions at 
COP.

But being part of a group doesn’t mean 
parties can’t bring their own individual 
stances on the table; if the group consensus 
does not align with the country’s national 
interest, they may hold their ground on the 
negotiating floor without consequences.

The Negotiating 
Groups.



The G77 & China are 
the largest of the 
negotiating bloc!  

Which group does your country 
belong to? Find out here.

G77 & China
The Least Developed Countries

Like-minded Developing Countries
Small Island Developing States

The Africa Group
The Arab Group
European Union

The Independent Alliance of Latin America 
and the Caribbean

BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, China, India)
Caribbean Community

Coalition  for Rainforest Nations
Umbrella Group

OPEC (Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries).

There are several negotiating 
groups at COP!

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties/party-groupings

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties/party-groupings


The Observer
Organizations

The Observer organizations provide crucial representation of the interests of a myriad of 
groups. These can include industries/businesses, environmental groups, youth groups, 

indigenous populations, women and gender groups, labour unions, farmers, researchers, 
academics, local governments, etc. They give their input in informal sessions with negotiating 

parties and provide insights in side-events and exhibits in the shape of policy advice, 
research findings, and possible solutions and climate actions.

It is important to note that the role of observers at COP is to provide their input in informal 
sessions with negotiating parties. They do not have the power to decide nor negotiate. 

The observer organizations are divided into three categories:

The United Nations System & its Specialized Agencies.
Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs).

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs).

Read up more on the role of observers at COP: Observershttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uj7WME9wFwo&feature=youtu.be

https://youtu.be/Uj7WME9wFwo


 In the Zone(s).
The Outer Green Zone.
In the green zone, organizations that 
can secure a space and are able to 
afford it, are given a pavilion, exhibition 
or event. Through this opportunity 
organization can highlight their own 
work and push their narrative to a global 
audience.  
(This is not part of the official COP 
program, rather it has a separate 
official “green zone program”).

Beyond the Green Zone.
Outside the Green and Blue Zones, numerous 
events are unofficially organized by individu-
als and interested organizations, which can 
include talks, exhibits, and even protests. 

Inner Blue Zone.
This zone is exclusive to ministers & 

UNFCCC “accredited”  government/individuals/
organizations (that are given access badges).

Within the blue zone, countries/territories have 
an individual ‘pavilion’ – a platform where the 

country’s can highlight their climate efforts 
through exhibits, talks, presentation, etc.

Organizations accredited with the UN may 
also have a chance to take part in the 

exclusive official events.

The main climate 
negotiations take place here!



Plenary Meetings:
 Plenary meetings are usually open to all. 
Each party gets represented here. Within 
plenary meetings agendas are agreed on, 
procedures are ironed out, decisions and 

conclusions are adopted.

Contact Group Meetings:
Contact group meets may be open to all parties, but that’s not 

always the case (i.e., observers may be excluded). 
Contact Group meetings take place as a result of a plenary 

decision that certain items need further discussion, as they are 
likely to lead to an official COP decision. For this purpose, the 

parties can then meet up in smaller groups for focused 
discussions, called a “contact group”. 

As a conclusion to the contact group meeting, members draft a 
decision or conclusion and refer it to the respective plenary. 

Which is then formally adopted or approved.

This can include:
An opening plenary 

(agenda & procedures) 
Stock take meetings (to 

address progress on 
issues identified).Closing 

plenary: to make decisions 
and conclusions.

The Formal The Informal

With so much to do, and so little time:

Items or agendas brought up at plenary 
meetings can also lead to informal 
meetups! This means no formal contact 
groups are called, rather consultations 
are made more informally. This usually 
happens if it is unclear whether a 
discussion on the item at hand will 
lead to a COP/CMP/CMA decision or 
conclusion. 

Additionally, if the facilitators of contact
group meetings feel that further 
discussion is required on agendas 
discussed within the frame of “contact 
group meetings”, they may also suggest 
informal consultations or “spin-off 
groups”, the proceedings of which can 
then be incorporated into future contact 
group discussions. A similar informal 
meeting can be arranged if difficulties are 
faced during drafting of text.

Coordination 
Meetings

Held daily throughout COP 
and are open to group 

members!
Keep members up to date, 
consult, and find ground to 

move forward with.

Bilateral Meetings
A party or a negotiating 

group may request a 
bilateral meeting with 
another delegation or 

grouping. 
These are usually 

invite-only!
Bilateral meetings play a 

key role in clarifying 
positions, getting messages 

across, and overcoming 
deadlocks.

The Meetings.



 The Final Decisions 
& Conclusions

As a result of the negotiations, meetings and sessions: COP, 
CMA and CMP as the “supreme decision-making bodies” adopt 
these as final decisions (these can include commitments, and 
call for actions for resolution of issues identified, or 
amendments, to make sure that the implementation of 
the UNFCCC, The Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement 
is on the right track.

The SBI and SBSTA draft their conclusions on the agenda 
items and negotiations that each subsidiary body is 
responsible for. Since they have limited legal authority 
both bodies transfer their recommendations to the 
decision-makers (e.g., COP), and parallelly compile a 
report on their findings and conclusions.

Fin.
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 The Paris 

Agreement
The Paris agreement was adopted on December 12, 2015, in the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change’s 
(UNFCCC) 21st Conference of Parties (COP21). 

This was a historical feat for the global community, as leaders 
representing 195 nations came to a consensus on an accord 
that has commitments from all countries in order to slow down 
climate change and mitigate/adapt to its impacts.

“This Agreement shall enter into force on the thirtieth 
day after the date on which at least 55 Parties to the 

Convention accounting in total for at least an 
estimated 55 per cent of the total global greenhouse 
gas emissions have deposited their instruments of 

ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.” 
- UNFCCC 

This took place on October 5, 2016, and the 
agreement went into force 30 days later, on 

November 4, 2016

To this date, 191 
Parties (190 countries 

plus the European 
Union) have ratified, out 

of 197 Parties to the 
Convention. (>95%)



 
 

 
The deal aims to substantially reduce global greenhouse gas emissions to limit the 
global temperature increase in this century to 2 degrees Celsius above preindustrial 
levels.
That is: limiting the increase to 1.5 degrees.
All the ratifying parties must commit to cut their climate-altering pollutions 
(emissions); to achieve a leveling-off of global greenhouse gas emissions ASAP 
and become carbon neutral no later than the year 2050; and report their progress 
every 5 years!  
Developed nations are to assist developing nations in their climate mitigation and 
adaptation efforts, through a mutual fund called the “Green Climate Fund.”
The accord also creates a framework for monitoring, reporting, and aiding in 
strengthening countries’ individual and collective climate commitments.

What does the 
agreement bring about?

•

•
•

•

•



165 INDCs from 192 countries had submitted carbon reduction 
targets, known as “intended nationally determined contributions” 
(INDCs), till date. (The EU submitted one INDC representing its 28 
member countries). 

These targets outline each country’s commitments to achieving 
the goal of the Paris Agreement; which can cover plans to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, and actions associated to adapta
tion, technology development and transfer, finance mobilization, 
capacity building and transparency. 

Although there are no specific 
requirements about how or how 
much countries should cut 
emissions, there are certain 
expectations with regards to the type 
and stringency of targets. 

This means that each country has 
individual and varying national plans 
in scope and ambition, depending on 
the country’s: Capabilities, Level of 
development, Contribution to 
emissions over time. 

Track the Paris
contributions as 
they happen! 

Commitments 

Once a country formally joins the 
agreement the set INDCs turn into -
nationally determined contributions 
(NDCs), unless stated otherwise.  

Currently, approximately 192 
countries have submitted 
NDCs, making up 96% of the 
global greenhouse emissions. 

http://cait.wri.org/indc/#/

http://cait.wri.org/indc/#/


Finances 

 

Developed countries need to estimate the amount of financial 
assistance they will allocate to developing nations to help them 
reduce emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change. 

Though this is not legally binding. Countries are encouraged to 
contribute and report the financing. 
 
In 2009, the Copenhagen Accord aimed to scale up public and 
private climate finance for developing nations to $100 billion a year 
by 2020; creating the Green Climate Fund to help mobilize 
transformational finance using targeted public money.  

The Paris Agreement established the expectation that: 

        The world would set a higher annual goal by 2025 to build on    
        the $100 billion target for 2020 and would put mechanisms in  
        place to achieve that scaling up. 



Monitoring and 
Reporting

 

 

The Paris Agreement includes a series of mandatory measures 
for the monitoring, verification, and public reporting of progress 
toward a country’s emissions-reduction targets. 

Among other requirements, countries must report:

Their greenhouse gas inventories and progress relative to their 
targets, allowing outside experts to evaluate their success. 

Revisit their pledges by 2020 and put forward new targets 
every five years, with the goal of further driving down 
emissions. 

Participate in a “global stock-take” to measure collective 
efforts toward meeting the Paris Agreement’s long-term 
goals as well.

While the system doesn’t include financial penalties, 
the requirements are aimed at making the progress of 

individual nations easy to track and fostering a sense of 
global peer pressure to do better!

•

•

•



Navigating the Paris Agreement

Article 1: All the definitions you need, to 
decode the agreement. 
Article 2: What’s the purpose? 
Article 3: Commitments? Commitments. 
Article 4: Mitigation. 
Article 5: REDD+ and the GHG sinks. 

Article 6: Working Together. 
Article 7: Adaptation. 
Article 8: Loss & Damage (Re: Warsaw 
Mechanism). 
Article 9: Finance. (Special focus on support to 
Least Developed Countries & Small Island 
Developing States). 
Article 10: Tech. (incl. the framework we looked 
at before!) 

Article 11: Capacity building. 
Article 12: Education, Awareness & Training. 
Article 13: Keeping it Clear: Transparency. 
Article 14: The “Global Stock take”. 
Article 15: Implementation & Compliance. 
Article 16: Procedural Details 
Article 17: Secretariat’s Role 
Article 18: Subsidiary Bodies 
Article 19: Additional Bodies 
Article 20-29: Details for the rules of enforcing the 
agreement and parties to the agreement. 

http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/



Although the Paris deal was struck at COP21; a monumental event in itself. The work had just begun. 

For global climate action to take place the agreement necessitated a standard guideline or protocol to follow, 
ensuring that the requirements of the Agreement were being implemented fairly, transparently and effectively!    

This led to the process of the creation of a “rule book”. 
Identifying tools and procedures that Parties could 

follow to:
Implement and ensure their individual climate plans 

(mitigation and adaptation) are realized. 
Strengthen their pledges (i.e., increase climate ambition).

 Transparently review, monitor and report progress.
Ensure healthy collaboration processes.

Financial and technical mechanisms.
Capacity building, etc. 

Global Stock take   

Adopted in Katowice, 
Poland in 2018, at 

COP24.

The Paris 
Rulebook: 

The 
“How to” of 

the Paris 
Agreement.

Additional 
Reading: 

Paris Agreement 
& Rule Book 

Guide 

The Katowice
Climate Package 

One of the key 
objectives of COP26 in 
Glasgow this year is to 

finalize the Paris 
Rulebook!

WRI

https://www.c2es.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/paris-agreement-and-rulebook-guide.pdf
https://seors.unfccc.int/applications/seors/attachments/get_attachment?code=TY1H234DTG1HX0DK676QYVWQ8EDKKTH6

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/katowice-climate- package

https://www.c2es.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/paris-agreement-and-rulebook-guide.pdf
https://seors.unfccc.int/applications/seors/attachments/get_attachment?code=TY1H234DTG1HX0DK676QYVWQ8EDKKTH6
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/katowice-climate-package


As we now gear towards the upcoming 
COP 26 in Glasgow, the question of 
everyone’s mind is:
Have we done enough till 
now?

Despite the adoption of the Paris Agreement, the efforts it demands, the 
pledges that have arisen and the brief intermission of global emissions vis a 
vis the COVID-19 pandemic and restricted mobility: The world is currently not 

on track to limit temperature rise to 1.5 degree centigrade (A tipping point 
which scientists have identified as the safe limit, beyond which climate change 

impacts are set to worsen)!

Explore country pledges through this Paris 
Agreement 

Tracker: WRI 
Climate Watch

More on Global Climate Action Underway: 
UNFCCC Global Climate Action Portal. 

TED: The State of the Climate Crisis: Climate Action Tracker

The Carbon Bucket: 

https://www.climatewatchdata.org/
https://www.wri.org/data/paris-agreement-tracker https://climateaction.unfccc.int/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XcEyJqluMEU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1oPVp63eNk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1oPVp63eNk



Although climate change effects the entire globe; this failure to 
achieve the set goal is all red flags and warning signs for the 
vulnerable countries. Those that are disproportionately at the 
receiving end of the worst of climate-induced hazards, despite 
playing an insignificant role in creating the problem. 

German Watch (2021): 
World Map of the Global

Climate Risk Index 
2000 – 2019

How global climate change is 
already devastating Bangladesh?

Reading Checkpoint: Global Climate Risk Index 2021https://germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/Global%20Climate%20Risk%20Index%202021_1.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9yJ7K_3n50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9yJ7K_3n50

https://germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/Global Climate Risk Index 2021_1.pdf


 

UNEP Emission Gap Report illustrates 
the different trajectories of global green-
house emissions, and how the decisions 
the world takes today will impact its 
ability to reach or not reach various goals.

With current 
policies, this is 
our 2030 track.

Not, 
within a 2 °C 

range.

Or the 
1.5°C mark

 that we 
are ideally 

 aiming for.The current report suggests that:
“countries must reduce their green-
house gases by about 7.6% a year for 
the next 10 years, to stay within the 
1.5C limit”

Reading Checkpoint: UNEP Emission Gap Report 2020

It is clear that the 
commitments of Parties 

fall short of what is 
needed. And it requires 

that targets are revised to 
address this gap, and at a 
much more unprecedent 

and faster pace. The 
pandemic has been an 

eye-opener for the world: 
we are all connected, and 
we all must work together 
to find a solution. Just as 
vaccine development was 

fast-tracked, climate 
change woes require a 
similar preventive and 

timely strategy.   

https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020

This GAP needs to be 
addressed immediately, 
by reducing emissions.



COP 26: The Glasgow 
Chapter

Access the UNFCCC’s calendar to see when events 
are happening UNFCCC Event Dashboard

Get to know your country representatives and focal 
people: UNFCCC

The Official Website: COP26

The 26th session of COP is set to take place in Glasgow, 
Scotland.

Dates: 31st October to 12 November 2021.

The “Pre-COP” will be held in Milan on 30th September 
to 2nd October 2021: an informal meeting to set the 
tone of negotiations and exchange views before the big 
event!   
 

https://unfccc.int/calendar/dashboard

http://unfccc.int/parties_observers/parties/national_focal_points/items/9336.php

https://ukcop26.org/

When & Where?:

http://unfccc.int/parties_observers/parties/national_focal_points/items/9336.php


3. Mobilize finance.
Remember the $100 billion in climate finance per year by 

2020 statement from Le Paris Agreement? COP26 is 
going to help motivate developed countries, (public and 

private sector) to mobilize their resources and see 
through the global mitigation and adaptation needs. In 

accordance with our UNFCCC principle of “common but 
differentiated responsibilities and respective 

capabilities”.

4. Work together to deliver. 
Apart from fast-tracking global collaborative action, the 

much discussed the Paris Rule Book, is aimed to be 
finalized at COP26.

What are we aiming for? 
The BIG 4:

1. Secure global net zero by mid-century 
and keep 1.5 degrees within reach.
To close the WIDE emission gap, COP26 is going 
to ask countries to come up with more ambitious 
emission reductions to make sure we reach our set 
target of “net zero”; keeping 1.5 degrees a reality!

2. Adapt to protect communities and 
natural habitats.
Despite efforts made and those currently being com-
mitted to; we understand that the impacts of climate 
change are already among us, especially for those that 
are more vulnerable. At COP26 adaptation will have a 
greater spotlight. Ensuring countries that are most 
affected are able to take protective measures, whether 
that’s restoring natural ecosystems or creating climate 
resilient communities. 

This means:
“Phasing out of coal 

and dirty fuels.
Ending deforestation.

Making space for 
renewables & electric 

vehicles.”



The Need for Youth
Representation from the

Global South
As we have walked through in depth of what climate change 

and its impacts are, the climate negotiations, the 
commitments to limit the change, and the action or lack 

thereof; we must understand the importance of enhancing 
voices of vulnerable populations at the frontlines, as climate 

change unfolds. 
It is no secret that these impacts that we so frequently talk 

about disproportionately affects us globally, which often 
means people in developing nations who are less resilient to 

facing changes or building back from them are facing the 
worst of it all.

This especially rings true for Youth.

According to UN reports “there are 3.5 billion people under 
the age of 30: approximately half of the global population”. 

From these 3.5 billion people, 1.8 billion people are young 
adults: 15 to 24 years old.

 Half of whom live in developing countries; that are 
at the forefront of climate change disasters.

How Does Climate 
Change Hit Poor 

Countries.

How “Children on the frontline” are impacted by climate 
change: UNICEF

Yet, there remains a lack of representation.

Read up on Vanessa Nakate’s insightful 
blog on why we must listen to voices 

in the Global South: Here!

https://youtu.be/iumqxCUB5GQ

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/716-the-challenges-of-climate-change-children-on-the-front-line.html

https://theelders.org/news/climate-crisis-already-here-why-we-must-listen-voices-global-south

https://youtu.be/iumqxCUB5GQ
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/716-the-challenges-of-climate-change-children-on-the-front-line.html
https://theelders.org/news/climate-crisis-already-here-why-we-must-listen-voices-global-south


Youth representation can help push forward the 
word on the climate crisis and ensure that 

decision-makers and negotiators take stock of the 
needs of the vulnerable nations, by keeping their 

promises of resource mobilization, capacity 
building, and push for greater climate ambition so 

that we have a safe world FOR EVERYONE.   

Patricia Espinosa (UNFCCC) on 

Youth & Climate Change

Youth can take the lead by not only advocacy 
and communication, but through innovation 
and entrepreneurship. It is vital that youth 
from regions most affected by climate change 
are empowered and heard, because they 
first-hand have and will experience these 
changes. 

Youth & Climate Change: Breaking 
Barriers of Climate In action.

https://youtu.be/28gSZr-pKQ8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5B8eajiYzjE



Founder of Youth Leaders for Environmental Action Federation.

When Typhoon Yolanda demolished Ubaldo’s village in 2013, she 
began campaigning for her country to take serious action against 
the climate crisis. With much support for her cause, Ubaldo along 
with 31,000 survivors of Typhoon Haiyan got to tell her story and 
bring major carbon-producing companies into a “landmark” 
investigation in the Philippines; outlining the role they play in 
emissions causing climate change and the human rights violations 
linked to them. 

Ubaldo also got to attend the UN Climate Conference in Spain.

 “I’m not going so I can be given a token place to speak and receive 
polite applause from adults who think we are so brave for what we 
do. I am going because I want to make sure young people like me, 
the people on the front lines of climate change, get to determine 

how we respond to this crisis.”

Some Inspirational Climate 
Champions from the Global South.

Marinel Ubaldo, 

Philippines.

Twitterhttps://twitter.com/YnelUbaldo?s=20

Nobel Women's Initiative

Teen Vogue

Licas News Philippines

Earth.org

Know more about Marinel 

https://nobelwomensinitiative.org/meet-marinel-sumook-ubaldo-philippines/

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/survived-climate-disaster-dont-want-statistic-justice-corporate-accountability-op-ed

https://philippines.licas.news/2021/08/13/marinel-ubaldo-from-haiyan-survivor-to-climate-warrior/

https://earth.org/marinel-ubaldo/



Founder of Rise Up Climate Movement.

Nakate is a youth climate activist from Uganda, who 
was also the first climate activist for “Fridays4Future” in 
Uganda, going on to setting up her own organization 
namely the “Rise Up Movement”. She has done a stellar 
job at spreading awareness regarding climate change, 
especially so for youth and people of vulnerable 
nations.Nakate was also one of the 20 climate youth 
activists who got to speak at the UN Climate Conference 
in Spain and helped pen a letter to world leaders at the 
“World Economic Forum”, asking them to stop 
subsidization of fossil fuels.

“Leaders need to include the voices of the Global South 
and give young people from the Global South an 

opportunity to be listened to, to share their story, to speak 
up and to offer their solutions. They need to respect the 
fact that for people from the Global South the climate 

crisis is already here. ”

Vanessa Nakate, 

Uganda.

Know more about Vanessa

Twitter

UN

The New York Times

Vogue

The Guardian

Earthday.org

https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/vanessa-nakate/

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/07/world/africa/vanessa-nakate-climate-change-uganda.html

https://www.vogue.com/article/vanessa-nakate-climate-change-activist-how-to-take-action

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/29/vanessa-nakate-interview-climate-activism-cropped-photo-davos

https://www.earthday.org/ugandan-climate-activist-vanessa-nakate-provides-voice-for-the-global-south/

https://twitter.com/vanessa_vash

https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/vanessa-nakate/
https://www.vogue.com/article/vanessa-nakate-climate-change-activist-how-to-take-action


Co-founder Strike for Climate Myanmar.

Htet not only helped begin the Fridays4Future in Myanmar, 
but also co-founded his own youth organization “Strike for 
Climate Myanmar.”

Myanmar is ranked 2nd on the list of “countries most vulnerable 
to climate change”. Htet has actively campaigned for the local 
governments in his country to make legislature for climate 
action and eliminate projects that may harm the environment 
further. Moreover, he constantly struggles to educate the locals 
about how climate action can help limit these changes and 
impacts the country is set to face. Despite a slow start, he has 
managed to garner more support with time.

“Most people in Myanmar think that climatic disorder is 
natural, and we cannot change or control it.”

"Globally we are the edge, if we cannot end the climate crisis, 
it will end us.“

Mashable SE Asia

Kyaw Ye Htet, 

Myanmar.

Know more about Kyaw

The Diplomat

Myanmar Mix

Twitter

https://sea.mashable.com/social-good/6796/these-young-southeast-asian-climate-activists-are-fighting-for-their-futures

https://thediplomat.com/2019/10/the-young-activists-fighting-southeast-asias-climate-crisis/
https://myanmarmix.com/en/articles/fridays-for-future-students-hold-climate-change-protest-in-yangon

https://twitter.com/kyawyehtetcomms

https://sea.mashable.com/social-good/6796/these-young-southeast-asian-climate-activists-are-fighting-for-their-futures
https://thediplomat.com/2019/10/the-young-activists-fighting-southeast-asias-climate-crisis/
https://myanmarmix.com/en/articles/fridays-for-future-students-hold-climate-change-protest-in-yangon


Inspired to do something
for climate action?
Here’s a guide to design your climate campaign, and effectively 
communicate climate risks to empower vulnerable frontline 
communities:

Educate Yourself
There are plenty of resources like this guide and others                                  on the internet which can help you develop an 
in-depth understanding of the climate crisis, the vulnerabilities attached to it and the action it requires. 

(It is important to have a firm grasp on your climate knowledge so that you are able to relay it to your audience and make a 
strong case for your cause).

Similarly, it is essential to familiarize yourself with both local and global dynamics around climate change and the policies 
around the issue; so that you can choose the most effective way to address it in your campaign. 

1

(like this and this)https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/28571/file/prepare-to-act.pdf https://www.connect4climate.org/sites/default/files/files/publications/Y4C Educational Toolkit - FINAL_revised-2_compressed.pdf

https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/28571/file/prepare-to-act.pdf
https://www.connect4climate.org/sites/default/files/files/publications/Y4C Educational Toolkit - FINAL_revised-2_compressed.pdf


Analysis of your audience
When designing your campaign, you must identify your 
target audience in terms of their level of understanding 
about climate change, their level of literacy both basic 
and digital, define any language/cultural/environmental 
barriers, the resources they currently have, to address 
or aid you with the issue at hand.

And most importantly what is the most authentic and 
reliable platform to use to reach out to them (face to 
face or online)?

And what type of interaction will it be: information 
sessions, presentations, focus group meetings, 
community centers meetings, climate strikes, etc. 

3
Objective
Once you are equipped with the right knowledge, you 
can then set up an achievable target. Ask yourself what 
it is that you want to focus on, and what actions or 
results you want. 

This is the phase where things seem overwhelming, but 
you must use that force to narrow down the focus of 
your campaign and advocacy. 

Decide which aspect of the climate change issue you 
want to begin with first, and then build up on it.

A positive outlook is always a good thing! We want to 
reduce risks, find solutions & promote climate action!

2



Visualization and Engagement 
As you are designing your material, it is handy to use a mix of 
communication tools: photographs, videos (audiovisual), text, 
live-action. Visualization makes the experience more real and 
creates a greater response from your audience. 

Another important thing is to involve the audience: engage 
them in activities and discussions to get a conversation going.

Not only is their feedback important in terms of relaying their 
problems and climate concerns, but it also provides you with 
the opportunity to improve your campaign and add those 
voices to it.

Creating a sense of ownership in the community for the 
campaign; a much-needed support system for expanding your 
ideas and reach.

4 5
Structure
When you have decided on the focus of your advocacy 
campaign, the type of interaction and the platform 
(according to your target audience), the next step is to 
gather material and structure your content. 

It is important that you are localizing the issue, have data 
and reference material to back your claim. 

Have your “key messages” ready, tell them why they are 
important, and what you need them to do, and why their 
actions matter. 

The bottom line is that your content should be easy to 
understand (less use of jargon), the flow of your 
information should be streamlined, and compelling 
enough to motivate your audience to take action. 



6 7
Social Media Presence
Whether your audience is digitally savvy or not, your presence on 
social media is crucial. 

Social media is an e�ective tool to garner support for your cause 
and ensure that it receives the attention it deserves. It also allows 
your campaign to have greater reach, so more people can receive 
your message, and maybe even join the cause!

Voice the concerns and highlight the issues of the local
 communities to a global platform. Amplify your message: to 
decision-makers at home or/and at COP.

As with the other content dissemination, your social media too 
must have a mix of audio-visual messages. Be creative with your 
hashtags and overall outlook!

Find Allies
There is strength in numbers!

Although you can start your campaign alone, the impact is always greater 
when you unite with others that have a similar interest.
Talk to your peers, both in-person and online and form a group of climate 
leaders who can work on the campaign together. You can capitalize on 
each other’s skills, and divide the work, and resources required. It can also 
be a helpful source of honest feedback on your content and objectives.  

Moreover, having a support system of allies is also essential for your own 
well-being. Remember you cannot pour from an empty cup! Make sure 
you are taking due care of yourself and your team as you embark on this 
strenuous, but fruitful venture.  

If you are struggling to �nd allies, a great way to network is through 
reaching out and linking with established youth platforms like YOUNGO, 
where you can �nd a community of like-minded individuals, and garner 
opportunities to join active working groups, attend and represent youth 
at conferences, and most importantly have access to resources and 
knowledge! (Linking up all their socials for you: YOUNGO)https://instabio.cc/3082719wBbodq?fbclid=IwAR2hiQjJux8uPyAObi1wdfuRAJVoSWNXgGNu_PXS5-OEpWjJQCvgl8Sl3UE

https://instabio.cc/3082719wBbodq?fbclid=IwAR2hiQjJux8uPyAObi1wdfuRAJVoSWNXgGNu_PXS5-OEpWjJQCvgl8Sl3UE
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Resources
Although its always good to start with resources you currently 
have, once your campaign �nds traction and you begin to 
think about organizing an interactive campaign or multiple 
ones, there is a lot of logistical and budgeting work that needs 
to be done (this may be a good point to create a logbook i.e., 
excel spreadsheets are your friend or even just a journal).

Which is why it is important to start networking. Find 
like-minded organizations that can help you get the word out 
and maybe assist with resource mobilization: email them, snail 
mail them, schedule a meeting; ask them if they would be will-
ing to support your cause! You can even talk to your own 
school/ college administration, or local 
community centers.

But remember! Before reaching out you must have your pitch 
and proposal ready, so when you do contact stakeholders, they 
take your work and campaign seriously. 

Actionable Items
 
Now that you have your resources, your content, a support 
system for you cause, you must know what should be the 
resultant action, what’s the next step for you and your 
campaign supporters?
How are you going to move forward from the initial campaign 
kick-o�? Are you going to organize more such events, are you 
going to write to decision-makers in your local government, or 
at international forums? Or are you going to diversify and 
create more programs to support the local community in 
accelerating innovation to enhance their climate resilience. 
Maybe use your network to hold more workshops and 
hands-on experience opportunities and expand your team of 
climate leaders/champions.  

Even if you are able to only help a handful of people through 
your campaign, your e�orts will be worthwhile!



 
 

 

Youth Related
YOUNGO, The Climate Reality Leadership Training,

Fridays 4 Future, Rise UP Movement, 
Youth4Nature, UN Youth Envoy

Educational Resources
TED Series on Climate Change, 

UN Climate Change E-Courses, IIED, 
UNITAR, Future Learn, 

350.org, Youth Lead, Mission 1.5,  
NASA Offset App,

COP Simulator (COP In[My City])

COP related
COP26 Official, COP26 Twitter, 

COY16 Official, COY16, 
Executive Secretary of UN Climate Change

Organizations keeping you informed 
and taking lead in ensuring climate 

action happens

Websites & Social 
Media Accounts 

You Need To 
Know About

IPCC, UNFCCC, ADB Climate, 
UNDP Climate , WRI Climate, UNDP Asia Pacific, 

UNEP, WBG Climate, WWF Climate & Energy, 
Carbon Brief, NOAA, 

NASA Climate Change, The Royal Society

https://twitter.com/IPCC_CH https://unfccc.int/ https://twitter.com/ADBClimate
https://twitter.com/UNDPClimate https://twitter.com/WRIClimate https://twitter.com/UNDPasiapac

https://twitter.com/UNEP https://twitter.com/WBG_Climate https://twitter.com/climateWWF
https://twitter.com/CarbonBrief https://www.noaa.gov/climate

https://climate.nasa.gov/ https://royalsociety.org/topics-policy/energy-environment-climate/

http://www.youngo.uno/ https://www.climaterealityproject.org/training
https://twitter.com/Fridays4future https://twitter.com/Riseupmovt

https://twitter.com/Y4Nature https://twitter.com/UNYouthEnvoy

https://ed.ted.com/series/our-changing-climate
https://unccelearn.org/course/ https://pubs.iied.org/

https://www.unitar.org/free-and-open-courses https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/climate-change-the-science?
https://350.org/ https://www.youthlead.org/resources/climate-change-starter-kit https://mission1point5.org/

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/o�set/id895952566
http://copinmycity.weebly.com/

https://ukcop26.org/ https://twitter.com/COP26
https://ukcoy16.org/ https://twitter.com/coy16glasgow

https://twitter.com/PEspinosaC



Watch?
The latest IPCC 
report explained 
in 7.5 minutes

The Truth About 
Climate Change

Thank you for
the rain.

2040 Our Planet Before the Flood

Anthropocene: The 
Human Epoch

This Changes 
Everything Disruption

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1J0lCBjMgvg https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p075tsy2 https://thankyoufortherain.com/trailer
https://youtu.be/p-rTQ443akE https://youtu.be/aETNYyrqNYE https://youtu.be/D9xFFyUOpXo

https://youtu.be/44RYqgKwfSQ https://youtu.be/IpuSt_ST4_U http://watchdisruption.com/

https://thankyoufortherain.com/trailer
https://youtu.be/p-rTQ443akE
https://youtu.be/aETNYyrqNYE
https://youtu.be/D9xFFyUOpXo
https://youtu.be/44RYqgKwfSQ
https://youtu.be/IpuSt_ST4_U
http://watchdisruption.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1J0lCBjMgvg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p075tsy2


Or Read?
Some books on climate 
change and ideas for 
action.



 Key Reports 
Scattered in 
this Guide:

The Original 
UNFCCC text

UNEP Emission Gap 
Report 2020

The Kyoto Protocol

The Paris Agreement

COP26 Explained IPCC Sixth Assessment 
Report: Working Group I 

Findings

Global Climate Risk 
Index 2021

https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf
https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020 https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/docs/cop3/l07a01.pdf

http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/
https://2nsbq1gn1rl23zol93eyrccj-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COP26-Explained.pdf https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/

https://germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/Global Climate Risk Index 2021_1.pdf

https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf
https://germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/Global Climate Risk Index 2021_1.pdf
https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/docs/cop3/l07a01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/
https://2nsbq1gn1rl23zol93eyrccj-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COP26-Explained.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/


Linking up all the 
Glossaries: 
climate jargon & 
what they mean.

Terminologies Used in Climate 
Change by IUCN

IPCC’s terminology & what they mean.

The Pocket Guide to Climate Negotiations by IIED

Climate Change Glossary for Young People by UNCIEF

Climate Change Acronyms and Terminology Explained
by the UNFCCC

Climate Resilience Terminology

Key Climate Change Terms by the World Bank

https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/import/downloads/terminologies_used_in_climate_change_2011.pdf
https://archive.ipcc.ch/pdf/special-reports/srex/SREX-Annex_Glossary.pdf
https://pubs.iied.org/10148iied
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/19321/file/climate-glossary-for-young-people.pdf

https://toolkit.climate.gov/sites/default/files/CRT_Glossary_03-02-21.pdf

https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/themes/custom/wb_cckp/resources/data/CCKP_Glossary_Oct_2018.pdf

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/glossary-of-climate-change-acronyms-and-terms
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